UPCOMING EVENTS 


BACH REFORMATION CANTATAS 

THEATRE OF EAREY MUSIC 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 14, 2017 at 7:00PM 
St. George’s Eutheran Church, 410 College Street 

Tickets: $40, $30 (65+) $20 (students) 

Buy Tickets: (416) 408-0208 | https:// 
www.rcmusic. com/tickets/seats/56601 

BWV 80 Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott / BWV 79 Gott 
der Herr ist Sonn und Schild 

Jeanne Eamon, Guest Director 
Ellen McAteer and Agnes Zsigovics, Sopranos 
Gena Van Oosten, Mezzo-soprano 
Owen McCausland, Tenor 
Daniel Taylor, Countertenor 
Daniel Eichti, Bass-Baritone 

The Theatre of Early Music would like to 
acknowledge the support of the Toronto Arts Council 
and Heritage Canada 


HANDEL’S MESSIAH 

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO'S 
SCHOEA CANTORUM 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 28, 2017 at 2:30PM 
SUNDAY OCTOBER 29, 2017 at 7:30PM 
Hosted by University of Toronto Faculty of Music 
Trinity College College, 6 Hoskin Avenue 

Tickets: $30, $20 (65+), $10 (students) 

Buy tickets: (416) 408-0208 | https:// 
www.rcmusic. com/tickets/seats/51011 

Jeanne Eamon & Daniel Taylor, conductors 

Handel’s masterpiece, the Messiah is inspiring and 
deeply moving. Experience student soloists from the 
Schola Cantorum supported by the Baroque Orchestra 
as they break from the bindings of today and strive to 
find the heart of the matter. 

The Early Music concerts are made possible in part 
through a generous gift from Ethel Harris. Made 
possible through a generous gift from the William and 
Nona Heaslip Foundation and Jean Patterson 
Edwards. 


Master Class with Jane Archibald Sept 26 | 12:10-1:30 pm | Walter Hall 

Friday Night Flights (open to students only): Sept 29 | 6-8 pm | Boyd Neel Room 
Laura Tucker: Your Best Performing 

Fourth Year Students Perform Oct 3 | 12:10 pm | Walter Hall 
Wednesday Evening Performances Oct 4 | 6-8 pm | Geiger-Torel Room 
Master Class with John Greer Oct 10 | 12:10-1:30 pm | Walter Hall 
In Low Voice Oct 29 | 2:30 pm | MacMillan Theatre 
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FALL BAROQUE ACADEMY PRESENTS HIGHLIGHTS FROM 


GIULIO CESARE 

George Frideric Handel 
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TRINITY COLLEGE CHAPEL 



UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 

FACULTY OF MUSIC 






















PROGRAM 


Overture 

Svegliatevi nel core 
Jennifer Routhier, mezzo-soprano 


GUEST FACUTTY 

Mary Ann Parker, Lecturer 
John Abberger, Lecturer 
Nancy Argenta, Soprano 
Ingrid Attrot, Soprano 
Kristina Szabo, Mezzo-Soprano 
Marshall Pynkoski, Stage Director 
Jeanne Lamon, Music Director 
Margaret Gay, Cellist 
Body Awareness Specialist, Paula Skimin 
Daniel Taylor, Countertenor/ Conductor 


ORCHESTRA 

Jeanne Lamon, Leader / Violin 

Andrew Dicker, Violin I 
Kailey Richards, Violin II 
Rezan Onen-Lapointe, Violin II 
Matthew Antal, Viola 
Margaret Jordan- Gay, Cello 
Joel Tangjerd, Cello 
Matthew Girolami, Double Bass 
Arianna Verbee, Double Bass 
John Abberger, Oboe 
Ruth Denton, Oboe 
Christopher Bagan, Harpsichord 


Priva son d'ogni conforto 
Anna Sharpe, mezzo-soprano 

Non disperar 

Anais Kelsey-Verdecchia, soprano 

Uempio, sleale, indegno 
Benjamin Shaw, countertenor 

Cara speme 

Eliza Jane Cassey, soprano 
Tu sei il cor 

Korin Thomas-Smith, baritone 

Son nata a lagrimar 
Ryan McDonald, countertenor 
Camille Rogers, mezzo-soprano 

V'adoro pupille 
Rachel Allen, soprano 
Madelaine Womdl, soprano 

Uangue offeso mai riposa 
Georgia Burashko, mezzo-soprano 

Uaure che spira 

Alexandra Hetherington, mezzo-soprano 


Piangero la sorte mia 
Lauren Estey, soprano 

Da tempeste 
Madison Angus, soprano 


Final Chorus (tutti) 


SYNOPSIS 


ACT I 

Caesar (Cesare) enters Alexandria with his general Curius 
(Curio) and his army. They are met by Cornelia and 
Sextus (Sesto), the wife and son of Pompey, who have 
eome to sue for peaee. Caesar agrees to embraee his 
enemy, but at that moment Aehillas (Aehilla), general of 
Ptolemy (Tolomeo), arrives with a greeting and gift from 
his king: Pompey’s severed head. Disgusted, Caesar 
sends Aehillas baek with an angry message for Ptolemy 
and a threatening promise that he will meet with the king 
at his palaee before nightfall. Cornelia laments her loss 
and Sextus swears to avenge his dead father. 

In the palaee at Alexandria, Cleopatra plots to take sole 
possession of the throne. When she learns of Ptolemy’s 
betrayal of Pompey from her servant Nirenus (Nireno), 
she resolves to visit Caesar’s eamp and win his favour 
and aid. She and Ptolemy bieker before she steals away. 
Aehillas tells Ptolemy of Caesar’s angry reeeption of his 
gift and offers to aeeomplish his murder if Ptolemy grants 
him Cornelia as a reward. Ptolemy fears the growing 
strength of Rome under the leadership of Caesar and 
agrees. 

At his eamp, Caesar presides over Pompey’s funeral rites. 
Cleopatra presents herself to him disguised as Lydia, a 
handmaiden in the palaee, of noble birth but robbed of 
her birthright by Ptolemy. Captivated, Caesar promises to 
help her. Cleopatra and Nirenus wateh as Cornelia pays 
her last respeets to her dead husband. Cornelia and Sextus 
plan together to kill Ptolemy. Cleopatra, still disguised, 
eomes forward and pledges the support of the Queen of 
Egypt, offering them the serviees of Nirenus as a guide 
into the palaee. 

Caesar meets with Ptolemy in an interview of frosty 
diplomaey. Nevertheless, he eautiously aeeepts the king’s 
invitation of hospitality. Cornelia and Sextus eonfront 
Ptolemy. He is stmek by Cornelia’s beauty, but when 
Sextus ehallenges him to eombat, he orders their 
imprisonment. Aehillas offers Cornelia her freedom in 
return for her favors, but she angrily refuses. She and 
Sextus bid eaeh other a sad farewell before the guards 
separate them 


ACT II 

With Nirenus’s help, Cleopatra has arranged an 
entertainment at the palaee to further ensnare the interest 
of Caesar. He arrives and is enehanted by her song. 
Nirenus assures him that “Lydia” is deeply attraeted and 
will wait for him later that night in her apartment. 

Cornelia, now a prisoner of Ptolemy, laments her fate. 
She repulses Aehillas onee more, only to be met by the 
advanees of Ptolemy himself. She resolves to take her 


own life but is saved by Sextus. He has eseaped from 
prison with the aid of Nirenus, who also brings the news 
that Ptolemy has eommanded Cornelia to beeome one of 
his eoneubines. He will help to smuggle Sextus into the 
harem as well, where, unguarded, the king will be at his 
most vulnerable. 

Cleopatra waits for Caesar in her apartment, pretending to 
be asleep when he enters. Their tryst is interrupted by 
Curius, who has overheard Aehillas’s assassins searehing 
the palaee for Caesar. Cleopatra reveals her true identity 
to Caesar and begs him to fly to safety. Caesar refuses 
and goes to faee his enemy. Cleopatra prays to the gods to 
preserve him and the love she now truly feels for him. 


ACT III 

Ptolemy, seeure in his harem, lays aside his arms. He 
throws a white veil to Cornelia in token that she is to be 
his that night. Sextus steals in and tries to use Ptolemy’s 
sword to kill him but is disarmed by Aehillas, who 
summons the king to war: Caesar is believed to have 
plunged to his death in the harbor during the previous 
night’s assault, but Cleopatra has fled to the Roman eamp 
and mustered an army to mareh on the palaee. Ptolemy 
prepares to lead his troops, but refuses Aehillas the 
promised reward for Caesar’s death: Cornelia is to be his 
own prize. A furious Aehillas deeides to switeh his 
allegianee to Cleopatra. 

Ptolemy’s troops are vietorious in the battle and Cleopatra 
is taken prisoner. Her brother promises to take a terrible 
revenge, but she faees death with eourage. Caesar, 
meanwhile, is not dead: the sea has east him up onto the 
shore. Far from his armies, he prays to the wind for help. 
Sextus and Nirenus stumble aeross the wounded Aehillas 
dying on the beaeh. Overheard by Caesar, he gives Sextus 
a seal that will give the bearer authority to eommand his 
troops. As Aehillas dies, Caesar takes the seal from 
Sextus and leaves to assemble a foree to storm the palaee. 
Sextus finds new hope. Revenge will soon be his. 

In prison, Cleopatra has prepared to take her own life. 
Caesar breaks in with his troops and reseues her. He 
sends her to the port to rally her armies and leaves to 
wage war on Ptolemy. Cleopatra rejoiees. Believing 
himself to be vietorious, Ptolemy sees no obstaele to his 
pursuit of Cornelia, but Sextus at last seizes his ehanee 
and kills him. The battle has been won and Caesar erowns 
Cleopatra as sole Queen of Egypt. She deelares her 
allegianee to the Roman Empire. The lovers sing and all 
weleome the arrival of peaee. 

© David MeViear/Reprinted eourtesy of Glyndebourne 
Festival Opera 






